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which Pliny declares in Book II, cap. 97 of his Natural History, that towards the north the sea washes away certain woods from the land, which have such^ great roots that it carries them like rafts upon the water, which from a distance resemble islands. Seneca supports that, who says in Book III ofNaturalia that there is a kind of stones so porous and light that in India they form as it were islands which go floating on the water, and of the same sort must be those which they call St. Brandan's, in whose history they say that he read that there were many islands seen on the sea about the isles of Cape Verde and the Azores, which were always burning and must be like those above mentioned: there is a notice of the same in the book named Inventio fortunata.
Moreover, ColumbuS'Says that in the year 1484 he saw in Portugal that an inhabitant of the island of Madeira came to seek from the King a caravel to go to discover a certain land that he swore he saw every year and always in the same manner, in which he agreed with the people of the Azores. Whence it followed that, in the charts made in times past, there were depicted certain islands in that sea and vicinity, especially the island called Antilla, and they placed it little more than 200 leagues west of the Canaries and the Azores. This was the judgment of the Portuguese, and to this day they do not forsake the opinion that it may be the island of the Seven Cities, the fame and desire of which has reached us also, and has caused many to act foolishly in quest of it and to expend much money with no profit and with great loss, as, if God pleases, will appear in the course of this history. This island of the Seven Cities, say the Portuguese, according to report, was peopled by them at the time when Spain was conquered in the reign of the King Don Rodrigo; and they say that to escape that persecution seven bishops and many people embarked, and with their ships came to land at the said island, where each of them made his settlement, and lest the people should think of turning back they set fire to the ships. And it is said that in the time of the Infante Don Enrique1 of Portugal there ran there a storm-driven ship which had sailed from Oporto and did not stop until it came there, and when they landed those of the island took them to the church to see if they were Christians and used the Roman ceremonies, and seeing that they were, they asked them to stay there until their lord should come, who was some distance away, but the sailors, fearing lest they should set fire to the ship and detain them there, suspecting that they did not desire to be known by anyone, returned to Portugal very gladly, hoping to receive a reward from the Infante; whom, they say, he ill treated and ordered them to go back, but the master
1 Henry the Navigator, d. 1460.